
4 THE PRESBYTERIAl
WHAT IS OUR COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATIONFOR?
I have just received a circular letter from Rev. H.Waddell Pratt, which has started anew some thoughtsI have had before, and I am going to put them downfor the earnest consideration of my brethren. Mr.Pratt is asking us all to subscribe for a volume of sermonsfrom the pen of Dr. Strickler. The sermons are

to be published as soon as a certain number of subscribershas been obtained. He now lacks only 200subscribers. I rejoice in all this. I am cr\*A
""" -L^1Strickler is going to publish his sermons. I am gladthat Mr. Pratt is giving some of his fine energy andenthusiasm to such a good cause. I am glad to have

an opportunity to subscribe for such a book and havesubscribed long ago. But the whole transaction hasraised in my mind the question that stands at thehead of thisletter. What is our Publication Committeefor?
Dr. Strickler is probably the most influential ministerin our Church. He is a great preacher. Is it necessaryfor some friend of his to secure enough subscribersto guarantee all expenses before our committeewill publish*the volume? Mr. Pratt's letter saysthat the manuscript is ready for the press. Whydoesn't our committee take the manuscript and readit. If it is not worthy of publication whv nru-

say so? If it is worthy why not publish it and thenpush its sale with vigor. I am sure that any book publishedby Dr. Strickler will pay all expenses and more
too, if properly advertised. Is our Church running abook store or a publication house?
This is an extreme case, but it illustrates a policyin our Church whith I believe is absolutely wrong.Every Church ought to do what she can to build up aliterature of her own. Look at the PresbyterianChurch in Scotland. What a wonderful literature shehas, and her ministers today are really supplying the

whole Christian world with religious literature, rangingfrom the most scholarly works on criticism and1 *

wcuiugy to me sweetest books of devotion. Frequentlywe see objections to these books in our Church papers.Some of them are rather liberal in their theology.But where else can we turn for Presbyterianbooks? We are rtiaking very few ourselves. We must*have books. They will probably grow more liberal
as the years go by. We ought to build up a literatureof our own. If I understand the original purpose of
our committee it was called into existence for this
very work. But I would like to ask how long it willtake to develop a literature of our own under the presentpolicy of our committee? When the leading men
in the Church have to guarantee all expenses or get
some friend to secure enough subscriptions to cover
PYnpncpe Kofn»» « . . ''' "*
., v. uui uuininiiiee win touch a book.

What encouragement is there for a less prominent man
to write? Of course it would be utterly impossiblefor the committee to publish unconditionally everymanuscript submitted to them. A great deal is not
worth publishing. But let each manuscript be read bythree competent men who are paid for such services.
Let those men answer frankly two questions: Is this
a book the Church ought to have? Is it probablethat by good advertisement we can sell enough copies
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to pay expenses? The answers to those two questionsought to be a sufficient guide to the committee. Ifbooks by some of our own men were as vigorously advertisedas books by some outsiders they would have
a larger circulation. I readily admit that our ministerscan not yet compete in book-writing with ourScotch brethren. That is perfectly obvious to everyone who reads. But if they are properly encouragedin one or two generations wp will ii->tr» .-<-.

w _ ..... ..u. V. maily Winersof whom we will not be ashamed. It is my honestconviction that there is no Church of any consequenceanywhere which is giving as little encouragement toher ministers and writers to build up a literature as
our own Church. I believe this can all be changed bya slight change of policy on the part of our committee.Let the committee give all possible encouragementto the men who are willing to write. I believethey might go further and suggest to some of the promisingmen of the Church that they prepare themselvesto write books on certain themes. Some of the bestwriters of modern times have been discovered.

I write all this with a high appreciation of the splendidwork our committee is doing. What I write is notintended so much as a criticism as a suggestion. Ifirmly believe that we ought to change our policy onthis point. We need more than a book store. Weneed a publishing house. Walter L. Lingle.

AGNES SCOTT COLLEGE.
The word "College" has a variant significance, dependingon the character and the extent of the courseof study. A hundred years ago the best collegesin the land offered a course of study that was not verymuch superior to that of the High Schools of the presentday. In all our first class colleges the requirementsfor admission have lately been advanced and thecurriculum has beeen advanced very greatly.
Meanwhile a large number of institutions have

been started, which (perhaps by force of circumstances)have not undertaken the advanced course of study.And yet they carry the same name and are known
as colleges.

wrii-u:- it- ' -...
»v wim me last iorty years, a similar change has

been going on in the colleges for women. Vassar andSmith, Bryn Mawr and Mount Holyoke have led the
way in establishing a course of study for women equalto the advanced course of the colleges for men.

In the South, by reason of the financial limitations
consequent on the losses of the war, this movement
has been slower. At the present, between the Potomacand the Mississippi, we know of only two institutionsfor women that maintain this standard. One is
Randolph Macon Woman's College at Lynchburg, and
the other is the Agnes Scott College, at Decatur, six
miles east of Atlanta.

Agnes Scott commenced twenty years ago as a
High School ioj Girls. During the past six years an
additional course of study has been arranged each
year, so that students who had finished the academic
course could go right forward with a college course.

Rfit thp ovnpncA r\t «» J. 1 ' '
. v/» a wmgc utpai iiiicnt aiwaysexceeds and greatly exceeds the tuition fees. Thjkdemand is for professors who can command high sal^


